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Dr. Hamilton Roe was strongly opposed to the use of purgatives in obstinate 
constipation, and stated that calomel and opium, with injections, had always 
proved successful in his hands. 

The President then mentioned the case of an insane gentleman who had 
taken large quantities of carbonate of magnesia, which had formed concretions, 
and could be felt through the abdominal parietes, though a large quantity had 
been removed. He gave another instance of a lady who had suffered from pro¬ 
longed constipation. Injections were employed, and a large quantity of fecu¬ 
lent matter came away. He considered that no purgatives could act in such 
cases, and alluded to the value of percussion as a diagnostic, the distended 
intestine being easily detected by this means.— Lancet, March 10, 1855. 

24. Treatment of Acute Rheumatism. —With certain modifications, according 
to peculiarity of case, the basis of the treatment of acute rheumatism now most 
generally pursued in the London Hospitals, consists in the exhibition of the 
neutral salts. It is rare, indeed, to see a case treated, into the prescriptions 
for which neither the acetate, tartrate, or nitrate of potash have entered. The 
congratulatory remarks which are frequently made at the bedside by physicians 
of long experience, must be considered as strong evidence of the good effects 
of the improved practice. The disease no longer needs “ the six weeks and 
patience” which it once required. Lemon-juice still holds a high place in the 
esteem of some physicians, among whom we might mention Dr. Burrows, Dr. 
Ridson Bennett, and Dr. Rees; while many others employ it as an adjuvant 
without relying on it alone. That in certain cases it exerts almost no appreci¬ 
able influence, is generally admitted; while that, in others, it not unfrequently 
cures like a charm, is equally certain. What we desiderate is, an appreciation 
of the class of cases in which it, and in which other remedies are severally most 
likely to be of use. Until that is more or less known, the only refuge is in 
complexity of prescription, an expedient always to be regarded with distrust, 
but not to be shrunk from when required by duty. An illustration of the 
occasional uselessness of lemon-juice was afforded by a man under Dr. Ba- 
bington’s care, about a year ago, in Guy’s Hospital. He was a man aged 47, 
and was admitted in the third week of an attack of acute rheumatism, for which 
he had kept his bed, and had consumed, during the last four days, no less than 
seven pints of lemon-juice without the least relief. The juice had been ob¬ 
tained directly from the fruit, of which he had used eighteen largo ones daily. 
Dr. Barlow, of Guy’s Hospital, is accustomed to state to his clinique, that the 
most rapid recovery from acute rheumatism that he ever witnessed was under 
treatment by the acetate of potash. We may quote the following case as a fair 
example of the usual treatment pursued by that excellent practical physician, 
and also of its average results. The plan of treatment is, however, by no means 
peculiar to Dr. Barlow. H. T., a strong, robust man, aged 33, was admitted on 
the third day of his first attack of acute rheumatism. The disease was severe. 
Ordered to take a draught containing half a drachm of acetate of potash, ten 
grains of the nitrate of potash, ten minims of the vinum opii, diluted with 
barley-water. For nine days he was kept on low diet, and on the tenth the 
improvement was so far advanced that the decoction of bark was substituted 
for the barley-water in the prescription, and a better diet was allowed. On the 
fourteenth day he was convalescent, about the ward, and marked for discharge 
in a few days.— Med. Times and Gaz., 3d March, 1855. 

25. Treatment of Acute Rheumatism by Large and Frequent Boses of the Bi¬ 
carbonate of Potash. —Dr. A. B. Gakkod, in a paper read before the Royal 
Medical and Cliirurgical Society, February 13, 1855, observed that he was in¬ 
duced, in May, 1852, to try a new method of treating acute rheumatism; and, 
finding great success at first, resolved steadily to pursue the plan, and has done 
so up to the present time. The object of his communication has been to record 
the method adopted by him, and also the results obtained in fifty-one cases of 
rheumatic fever, which have been admitted, under his care, in University Col¬ 
lege Hospital, during the last two years and three quarters. The main part of 
his plan of treatment consists in the administration, in a diluted form, of two- 
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scruple doses of bicarbonate of potash, every two hours, day and night, until 
the patient has been free from all articular atfection and febrile disturbance 
for two or three days, using local depletion over the heart’s region, if any car¬ 
diac disease is present or threatened. The author then detailed three cases 
of rheumatic fever, illustrating this mode of treatment: The first, a girl, 10 
years old, in which the duration under treatment was five days, the total dura¬ 
tion eight; the second, a young man, aged 20, with a complication of heart 
disease, where the duration under treatment was eight, the total duration fifteen 
days ; the third, a young woman, aged 18 years, in the fifth attack, the former 
ones having always lasted for a month or five weeks, but which, by the adoption 
of this plan, yielded in nine days; total duration being but thirteen days, 
four having elapsed before her admission into the hospital. He afterwards 
gave a table of fifty-one cases of acute rheumatism ; and of each patient the 
following particulars are noted: The age, occupation, hereditary predisposi¬ 
tion; the number and causes of attack; the symptoms before admission; the 
symptoms during treatment; the nature of treatment; and the duration of the 
disease. From these cases, the following deductions are made, viz: that in 
twenty males the duration of the disease under treatment averaged between 
six and seven days, and the total duration between eleven and twelve days ; 
and, in thirty-one females, the disease under treatment averaged from seven to 
eight days, and the total duration between fifteen and sixteen days—giving, in 
all, an average under treatment of seven days and a-half; and, for the total 
duration, about thirteen days and a-half. The author then alluded to the in¬ 
fluence of the bicarbonate of potash, when administered in large and frequent 
doses, upon the different organs and functions of the body ; and remarked, that 
it produces neither nausea, vomiting, nor purging; in fact, no symptom of 
gastro-intestinal irritation. It now induces a strongly alkaline condition of 
the urine, causes it to effervesce freely, with excess of acid, but does not appear 
to promote an increase in the quantity of the secretion. It appears to render the 
secretion of the skin less acid, sometimes almost neutral. That it acts as a 
powerful controller of the heart’s action, reducing greatly the frequency of 
the pulse, but without causing the faintness often produced by digitalis, col- 
chicum, etc. That it probably increases the alkalinity of the serum of the 
blood, and diminishes the coagulability of the altered fibrin occurring in rheum¬ 
atic fever ; and hence, probably, checking or preventing the deposits of lymph 
on the endo- or peri-cardium. He (Dr. Garrod) stated his opinion, that the 
influence of the bicarbonate was felt not only in shortening the duration of the 
articular affection, but also in preventing or moderating the cardiac disease. 
After enumerating many details of the method adopted, and the value of cer¬ 
tain adjuncts, as opium, calomel, and occasional general depletion, he proceeded 
to recommend a plan of treatment which, from his experience, he considered 
calculated to insure the greatest amount of success, and thought it probable 
that the total duration of the disease might, on the average, be reduced to 
about ten days, provided that the treatment was adopted early, and no serious 
complication existed.— Med. Times and Gaz., 3d March, 1855. 

26. New Method of Treating Neuralgia by the direct application of Opiates to 
the Painful Points. —Dr. Alex. Wood, in an interesting paper in the Edinburgh 
Medical and Surgical Journal, for April last, expresses his conviction that “ An 
immense improvement was effected in our treatment of neuralgic affections, 
when M, Valleix directed attention to the fact, that while, on the one hand, the 
superficial nerves of the body are of all others the ones most commonly affected 
with this disease, there are some points of their course in which it is much 
more liable to be seated than in others, although in these, no structural altera¬ 
tions can be discovered to account for this liability. These points are usually 
more or less morbidly sensible to pressure, even in the intervals between the 
attacks of the sharp lancinating intermittent pain. A very slight touch in 
these situations is often sufficient to excite acute suffering; in other cases, 
however, even firm pressure is borne without any complaint. The points in the 
course of any nerve which are thus liable to be the seat of tenderness are, ac¬ 
cording to Valleix:— 



